A new (1) and two known (2-3) diterpene lactones belonging to a rare class of diepoxy abietaneolide, were isolated from the cytotoxic extract of Suregada multiflora. New compound 1 is characterized as 3-hydroxy-8,14:11,12-diepoxy-13(15)-abietane-16,12-olide, on the basis of extensive spectral studies. This is the first report describing 2D NMR studies of this unique class of diepoxy abietaneolide.
Suregada multiflora A. Juss. (Euphorbiaceae) is known as the 'heavenly fruit' in the Himalayan region due to its wide medicinal applications [1] . It exhibits, anti HIV [2] [3] [4] , protein inhibitor [5] , anticancer [6] and cytotoxic potential [7a] . A significant number of novel diterpene lactones [7a-c] , along with few triterpenes [8] and flavonoids [9, 10] have been reported from different parts of the plant. In continuation of our extensive phytochemical investigations on this plant [7a, 11a,b,12] , we now report three diterpene lactones (1-3) containing relatively rare diepoxy moiety ( Figure 1 ).
Compounds 1-3 were isolated from the MeOH-CH 2 Cl 2 (1:1) extract of the leaves of Suregada multiflora through VLC (Silica gel) followed by repeated chromatography on silica gel, Sephadex LH-20 and ODS columns. The molecular ion peak of compound 1 was appeared at m/z 346 in the EI-MS spectrum and its molecular formula C 20 12] , suggesting some substitution at C-12. Moreover, an additional epoxy proton signal at  H 3.98, was assigned to H-11, which indicated an epoxy function at C-11/C-12.
The singlet at  H 3.66 was attributed to the epoxy proton at C-14, whereas a doublet of doublet at  H 3.29 (J = 11.5, 4.3 Hz), was assigned to hydroxy bearing methine proton at C-3. The 13 C-NMR spectrum of compound 1, revealed the presence of four methyls resonating at  8.8, 15.6, 28.4 and 15.4, attributable to Me-17, Me-18, Me-19 and Me-20, while four methylene signals at  C 36.9, 27.0, 20.6 and 35.6 were assigned to C-1, C-2, C-6 and C-7, respectively. In addition, five methine and seven quaternary carbons were also found in 13 C-NMR spectrum. Three oxygen bearing secondary carbons at  77.9 (C-3), 60.6 (C-11), 55.3 (C-14) and two oxygen bearing tertiary carbons at  65.2 (C-8) and 85.1 (C-12)
were also observed in 13 C-NMR spectrum. The downfield chemical shift of C-11 and C-12 further designated the position of second epoxy group at C-11/C-12. All these spectral data suggested that compound 1 belongs to a rare class of abietaneolide carrying In the COSY 45 spectrum of compound 1, H-11 exhibited correlation with H-9, whereas H-3 showed coupling with methylene protons at C-2. The stereochemistry of A/B ring junction was inferred to be trans on the biogenetic ground. The 11/12-epoxy ring was deduced to be -orientated [13] . In fact, apart from NOE interaction between H-9 ( H 2.24) and H-11 ( H 3.98), the -oriented Me-20 exhibited NOE interaction with H-14 but not with H-9 ( H 2.24) and H-11 ( H 3.98) ( Figure 2B) . Hence, the ring C becomes more flattened and planar due to the presence of two epoxy bridges ( Figure 2B ). The structure of compound 1 was therefore elucidated as 3-hydroxy-8,14:11,12-diepoxy-13(15)-abietane-16,12-olide.
This rare class of diepoxy abietaneolide was first reported in 1972 by Uemura et al. [13] , who performed exhaustive chemical modifications to determine structure of compound 2. Later, 
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Extraction and isolation:
The MeOH-CH 2 Cl 2 (1:1) extract of the leaves of Suregada multiflora was partitioned in hexane, dichloromethane and methanol. The MeOH soluble part was subjected to VLC (Silica gel) and eluted with a mixture of CH 2 Cl 2 -MeOH. The polar fraction obtained at 25% MeOH-CH 2 Cl 2 from VLC, was rechromatographed on silica gel column using acetonehexane (20-80% acetone) to obtain ten sub fractions. Sub fractions 7-9 were combined and subjected to Sephadex LH-20 column chromatography using H 2 O-MeOH (1:1) as solvent systems, followed by ODS column chromatography with H 2 O-MeOH (1:2). The fractions thus obtained was further subjected to silica gel column and eluted by 5% acetone-chloroform to obtain compounds 1-3. Hydroxy-8,14:11,12-diepoxy-13,15-abietane-16,12- 
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